MARWOOD NORTH & MARWOOD SOUTH 1986



The Story of the Domesday Project

In 1986, 900 years after William the Conqueror’s original Domesday
Book, the BBC published the Domesday Project. The project was
probably the most ambitious attempt ever to capture the essence of
life in the United Kingdom. Over a million people contributed to this
digital snapshot of the country.

People were asked to record what they thought would be of interest
in another 1000 years.

The whole of the UK - including the Channel Islands and Isle of Man
~ was divided into 23,000 4x3km areas called Domesday Squares or 'D-
Blocks'.

Schools and community groups surveyed over 108,000 square km of
the UK and submitted more than 147,819 pages of text articles and
23,225 amateur photos, cataloguing what it was like to live, work and
play in their community.

Here in Marwood, in 1985, like so many other schools in Britain, we
took on 2 of the Domesday Squares, which were actually oblongs! We
had a new BBC computer in the classroom and we wanted to be part
of a survey, documenting everyday life - the ordinary rather than the
extraordinary. A pack was delivered with instructions on how to
conduct the survey and a dise to put the information on. We
diligently looked at the Ordinance Survey maps and used our own
local knowledge to fill in the information about each of the 12 smaller
kilometre squares within our two larger oblongs.. How different
those surveys would have been across the communities in Britain.

This project used the cutting-edge technology at the time




The data was eventually presented on a special type of Laser-
Disc, read by a BBC master computer and navigated using an
innovative tracker-ball pointing system.

But the technology didn’t catch on and the computers became
very expensive for schools and libraries to buy. Very few people

ever got to see all their hard work and the work of others across
the UK.

As time went on there were fears that the discs would become
unreadable, as computers capable of reading the format had
become rare and drives capable of accessing the discs even
rarer.

DOMESDAY RELOADED

D-block GB-252000-135000 ® & Map of the area
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https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120314075759/http://
www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-252000-135000/page/13




For 35 years the map and printouts of the Marwood School
children's efforts have sat in a cupboard at home. Several
times I have re-read some of the 'snapshots' of ordinary life
in the 1980s. I have been fascinated by the details I had
forgotten! With an Exhibition of Marwood Past and Present
in the Parish, in August 2021, this was an ideal time to
bring it out of the cupboard to share.

Worth Doing

The Domesday project has been much loved over the years
and behind the scenes enthusiasts, both amateur and
professional, attempted and succeeded in rescuing the
Domesday data. This is still available on a very simple BBC
archived website (see left), where they have left all the
original data for the D-Blocks, written mostly by children,
intact.

When compiling this book I could take screenshots of the
Marwood survey, upload photos and research any aspect
needed on the internet. I could manipulate the information
to produce this book and the PDF on our Marwood Matters
Website, at home. Unimaginable to me, 35 years ago.
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7~ We read the maps, went out into the parish, took
,1} /| photograghs, made decisions and recorded our findings on
(/) the computer.
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We could only choose 3
photos to represent our area
and we chose
'Sports Day', 'Narrow Lanes',
and 'Metcombe Down' for
Marwood North.

The whole landscape was so
green!

In Marwood South we chose
'Modern Farming' with
fencing instead of hedging,
'"Dr Smart's Gardens' and
the 'View from the Church
Tower'. Would we choose
the same today to represent
the whole area?
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Some of us are on this photo and are listed on the credits, some
were too yvoung and some had already left for secondary school
the previous year.
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Filling in a questionnaire on the computer was new territory and the
variety of items listed were just not in our D Blocks! Marwood North
and Marwood South were each divided into 12 kilometre squares and
we filled in the land use. Now we really knew why our photos were so
green. Marwood North and South just didn't have indoor swimming
pools, hospitals or universities, but other areas did!
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MARWOOD
N."THE LANES".

SLIDE TO SHOW THE
CHARACTERISTIC
LANES WITH THEIR
HIGH HEDGES AND
PASSING PLACES.
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Written accounts from this D-block project to record a snapshot of
everyday life across the UK for future
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part... read more here
Marwood N. Transport Marwood N. Hedgerows & Lanes
In 2011 the BBC published the survey
Marwood N. Birdwatch Marwood N. Industry General online and for six months invited updates
to the photographs and text to celebrate

Marwood N. Microfilm Centre. Marwood N. Farming General th )
the 25" anniversary.
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MARWOOD N. GENERAL

This block of the Domesday Survey is
mostly hilly farmland.There is some
forestry commission woodland which is
a mixture of coniferous and
deciduous trees.Most of the area is
grassland for sheep and cattle.

The fields and lanes are surrounded by
high hedges which are alive with
wildlife.The population is very low
with individual houses dotted all owver
the area.0Only MIDDLE MARWOOD and
MILLTOWN can be considered
villages.There are no shops,pavements,
pubs or a regular bus service but
there is the local village primary
school which is situated in the
block.Apart from farming there is only
the microfilm centre,a small amount of
building and agricultural machinery
repairs as far as employment and

industry are concerned.

MARWOOD N. BIRDWATCH

In May we had a birdwatch for our
Domesday Project.Both Stephen's and
my house are in the Colam valley, so
they are relatively close together.
These are the types of birds we saw:
Crow.

Woodpecker.
Chaffinch.
Great Tit.
Blue Tit.
Wood Pigeon.
Robin.
Sparrow Hawk.
Heron.
Magpie.

House Martin.
Blackbird.
Green Finch.

Gold Finch.

MARWOOQOD N. TRANSPORT

There are only two roads in this
area which have a single lane for each
direction of traffic.They are busy
between §.15am_%am and 4.30_6pm,when
people travel through the area on
their way to work.

45 vehicles passed through Milltown
between B8.40 and 8.55am on 4.7.85. on
their way towards Barnstaple.

28 vehicles went in the other
direction.

A1l the other roads are very narrow
and winding with passing places and
poor visibility.There are no general
bus services or other public transport
other than the school buses so cars
are essential and nearly every family

has at least one if not two.

MARWOOD N. MICROFILM CENTRE.

The Wessex Microfilm Centre is the
largest individual emplover in the
block.

Microfilm is a copy of something
made a lot smaller and put on rolls of
transparent film.

The centre,on Muddiford Hill
employs 12 people at the moment.In the
17vears that the firm has been here
Mr.Spink reckons that they have copied
50,080,000 documents or pages of
newspaper and used 456miles of film
which is as far as London and back.

The average cost of 188 exposures
on a film is £18.

All the newspapers in the S.W.are
microtilmed here for libraries to keep
a copy.Solicitors,engineering firms,
local authorities,together with the
library service are the main users of

this facility.



MARWOOD N. WESTCOTT BARTON

Westcott Barton is mentioned in
the original Domesday Book of 1086.
The farmhouse which stands today was
built later, but there is still a
preservation order on it and the other
farm buildings.

Mr.& Mrs.May farm 270 acres and
have farmed this land for 25 years.
They keep 55 beef cattle and at the
moment have 300 ewes and 300 lambs.
They make hay and grow nearly 100
acres of barley. Each field covers
between 15 and 20 acres. Two people
help on the farm and they use extra
labour at harvest time.

We chose this farm because it was
mentioned in the first Domesday Book
and it is interesting to see how it

has changed.

MARWOOD N. SCHOOL PLAYTIMES

Our playground at school is not
one big one but three tarmaced areas
and two lawns.As there are only about
seventy-five children in the school,
we are allowed all sorts of equipment
from the P.E. shed at breaktime.

We play tennis,bat and ball
against the wall,mixed football and
netball. Children often skip and play
with the hoops.They also play tig and
imaginary games.

We've got climbing frames on the
grass and parallel bars.The infants

have got a rope ladder,barrels and a

slide on the front lawn.Just this week

Mr.Brooks our head teacher has put up
a death slide for us.
We also have a computer to use

and comics to read during playtime.

MARWOOD N. A COUNCIL FARM

Some of the farms around our block
are owned by Devon County Council and
are rented out to tenants.

We went to Over Crockers farm which
is rented to Mr. and Mrs. Briggs and
their young family.They have lived
there for 3 years.Their farm is a
starter farm and they were selected
from over 188 couples by a series of
interviews.

They rent 77 acres and have 26
acres of their own.They have 78 cows
and 28 20 sheep.They make mainly
silage and a little hay.

They grow swedes for fodder and
potatoes to sell.They don't employ
anyone else full-time but they do
have extra help for hedging and silage
making.

This farm must be kept as a dairy
farm and they pay £46 an acre per year

in rent.

MARWOOD N. SCHOOL 50 YRS.AGO

58 years ago our school catered for
everyone in this block and they spent
all their school days here from 5_14.
They walked to school from their
houses.

There wasn't any electricity and
the school was heated by coal fires
with guards around them.

The headmaster Mr.Pill had a wvery
tall desk which he could stand at and
the children had sloping desks.They
wrote with dip pens.

The children brought their own
dinners to school and ate them in the
classroom.The teachers were very
strict and children got the cane if
they were naughty.

There were'nt any school trips,
outings or school plays like we have
today.If they were lucky they had a
chapter of Charles Dickens' novel

a "Christmas Carol".



MARWOOD N. SCHOOL OUTINGS.

We are very lucky at our school
because we go out on lots of trips and
outings.

This term we have had three trips
out in connection with the Domesday
survey and have been to London for 4
days with Shirwell,Berrynarbour and
Goodliegh schools.

We have just come back from a
weekend camp under canvas in
Kentisbury's school field.

We had to put up and take down our
own tents and they were inspected
twice a day.We enjoyed the rock
climbing and making dams at Heddon's
Mouth.

Next week Mr.Breeds the warden of
Braunton Burrows is coming to talk to
us and on Wednesday the whole school
will go for the day to the Burrows
and take a packed lunch and have a

swim in the sea if it is warm enough.

MARWOOD N.ATTITUDES

People live in this area because
they choose to. They generally
prefer the space and the peace of the
countryside together with the
community life, even though they may

work in Barnstaple of elsewhere.

The general attitude is not to
change things. They like life the
way 1t is. They like the hedgerows
and the winding lanes however
impractical they are. Conservation
is carried out where possible.
Replacing hedges for fences and
removing trees and hedges to make
fields larger and more economic, in

the name of progress is not generally

appreciated by the community at large.

MARWOOD N. HOUSING

There are only two wvillages in the
block,Milltown and Middle Marwood,each
made up of about 25 houses,all wvery
individual and with a garden.Small
groups of houses (1_18) are dotted
about the area.

Most of these houses are detached
dwellings.They are generally in a wvery
good state of repair and although they
may be wvery old most hawve modern
amenities.However many people still
have their own water supply and septic
tank.Unless yvou hawve your own
cylinders there is no mains gas.MNearly
every house uses its chimney and
although electricity and oil are used
for cooking wood burners and open
fires are used a great deal for

heating the home.

MARWOOD N. HEDGEROWS & LANES

When we went for a walk along the
lanes at the end of June we found the
following wild flowers in the
hedgerows;

Birdsfoot Trefoil,Bugle,Buttercup,
Cinquefoil,Clover,Cow Parsley,Cuckoo
Flower,Daisy,Dandelion,Deadly Might
Shade,Dogrose,Foxglove,Gorse,
Goosegrass,Honeysuckle,Greater
Stitchwort,Herb Bennet,Herb Robert,
Hogweed, Ivy,Knotgrass,Lesser
Stitchwort,Mayweed,Nipplewort,Orpine,
Ox_eye Daisy,Periwinkle,Pennywort,
Plantain,Poppy,Purslane,Rape, Red
Campion,Rosebay Willowherb, Rough
Cheril, Seamilkwort,Self_heal,
Shepherd's Purse,Smooth Hawkesbeard,
Soapwort,Speedwell ,Thrift,Thistle,
Toadflax,Tufted Vetch,White Campion,
Wild Chamomile,Wild Strawberry,

Woundwort,Yarrow.



MARWOOD N. INDUSTRY GENERAL

The main industry in this area is
farming.Most of this is wvery mixed and
noone relies on just one crop or
animal.

The microfilm centre is the largest
employer.

There are several self employed
builders and one employs at least
three other men.However this is all
small scale; repairs,extensions
conversions,with the occassional new
building.

There are three agricultural
machine and car workshops.

Mr. Smith operates an earth moving
plant business from Milltown.

Little Silver Quarry,{small amounts
of silver were found) has been closed
for several years,but recently test
blasting has been carried out again.It
supplied chippings but now there is

only the Readymix concrete works there

MARWOOD N. "MY DAY"

I live on a 380 acre dairy and
sheep farm. We have 138 milking cows,
158 heifers, 308 breeding ewes and 2
horses at the moment.We only grow
about 20 acres of root crops for
fodder.

I get up at 6.38am, get dressed and
have a drink of milk and a bun with
butter on. Then I go to help milk the
cows . After that I get changed, have
another drink and walk to school.

I arrive at school early and have a
game of football before lessons.

Every day we read, do English and
Maths. Sometimes we do Art, Singing,
Topic, and watching TV. I have my
dinner at school and go home at 3pm.

When I get home I get myself a
packet of crisps and a drink and then
play on the computer or watch TV until
tea. After that I often do a Jigsaw
before a bath and bed at 8 o'clock.

MARWOOD N. FARMING GENERAL

Farming in our area is very mixed.
There are dairy farms with sheep,
bullocks and alsec a corn harvest.
Although most of the land is grassland
more and more corn crops are being
grown. Fields vary from 1 or 2 acres
to 35.

Mr.Pugsley's farm at Whitefield
was mentioned in Domesday and is one
of the largest with 528 acres.At the
moment there are 988 sheep,688 lambs
and 1286 cattle.They grow barley and
make silage and hay,employing 4 people
in all.

In the Domesday entry of 1886, 2
Men At Arms held Whitefield from
Robert and there were 3 slaves, 4
villagers and 7 smallholders living
there.Woodland as now was noted as
well as meadow and pasture. 1868 sheep
were counted as were 5 cattle,3 pigs,

and 18 goats.It was valued at 3@s.

MARWOOD N. THE SCHOOL TODAY

Our school,MARWOOD C.P. SCHOOL,was
built about 110 years ago.One of the
unusual things about it is we
actually ring a hand bell for the
start of school and the end of
playtime.There are about 75 children
in 3 classes.Mr.Brooks is the
headmaster.

In our class there are 27,8 1llyear
olds and the infants are in the same
school.The windows are high which is
typical of Victorian Times partly so
that children wouldn't be distracted
by things going on outside the
classroom.

Our school has not got a uniform
but there are T-shirts and sweat
shirts with the school emblem on them.

Our classrooms have high ceilings
and they get very cold in winter.The
toilets also can freeze and sometimes

the school closes in snowy weather.



MARWOQOD N. SCHOOL DINNERS

Our dinners at Marwood are cooked
in the school kitchens. Nobody goes
home for dinner and only 5 children
bring packed lunches, so our cook and
assistant prepare about 70 meals a
day.

There is a choice each day.The
following are the two menus most
enjoyed over the past 2 weeks.

MENU 1. Sausages or beefburgers,
chips or breadroll,
spaghetti or salad.

Milk shake, chocolate
biscuits, yoghurt or coconut
shortcake.

MENU 2. Steak and kidney pie or
beefburgers, roast potatoes
or wholemeal roll, cabbage
and gravy or salad.
Meringues, jelly and fruit,

yoghurt or fresh fruit.

MARWOOD N. LEISURE

People in this area tend to either
work for themselwes on the land or
elsewhere and have large gardens, so
much of their time is spent in this
way .

Apart from the Working Men's Club
at Milltown which is not used at the
moment because it needs a lot of
repairs and alterations done to it,
and the small Plymouth Brethren Chapel
at Middle Marwood there are no other
public buildings for leisure.

People enjoy gardening, TV and
following hobbies in their own homes.

It they want to play badminton or
go for a swim they hawve to go out of
the area. Children like to ride their
ponies and bikes. Some people like to
go hunting while others prefer to go
for a walk, camping or on the beach.

Adventurers and Teenagers the

church youth group meet here sometimes

MARWOOD N. THE "CHURCH"

This block has no Parish
Church,only the little chapel
at Middle Marwood.However the Reverand
Cranston lives in Middle Marwood and
he is the non_stipendary vicar for
MARWOOD.Previously he had been a
research scientist for B.P. With a
company pension he was able to offer
his services to the Bishop of
Exeter who decided that MARWOOD needed
him most.He spends time home visiting
preparing for sermons and talks.I
asked him what he was most pleased
that he had been able to achieve and
he said,"Sunday congregations have
risen from 18-58 and I'm pleased I am
working with the other chapels
within MARWOOD parish.We run two youth
groups (Adventurers and Teenagers), a
house fellowship and joint services

together.

MARWOOD N. CREDITS

The following children of Marwood
School have ceontributed to this
Domesday Project:
TANYA CROFT
WAYMNE BLIGHT
SHANE COATS KAREM CLYMES
VAN SANSOM CAROLYMN EDWARDS
CLATRE PETHERBRIDGE DUNCAN HARTLEY
SAMCHIA PEREIRA KATRINA BOWDEN
JOANNA GOULD ERICA GOULD
MATTHEW BAILEY EMMA SOWDEN
NEIL TAMLYN MARK FACEY
WILLIAM HARTLEY JAMIE PASSMORE
SAMANTHA NOLAMN
STEPHEN TAMLYM
IAM BALMENT
HAMNAH COPELAND
SAMANTA BAZLEY
MEGAN EDWARDS
MARYANMN FUDGE

SIMOM FORD
HELEM BLIGHT

MRS . JUNE TAMLYN
(Chief Editor!)
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MARWOQOD S. GENERAL

The block covered in this survey
is basically farmland with a few
scattered villages.Most of the land is

covered in grass which is wsed for

MARWOGQD S. BIRDWATCH

We live st Marwood Hill.My dad
rings birds in our garden and others
around the area.

The two birds my dad has found most

she=p or cows.Hearly all the fields
ara surrcunded by hedges as are the
interesting recently are the Long
Tailed Tit amd the Gold Crest.

I did & 1@ minute birdwatch from

many small lanes which are only wide
enough to take ene car.

The villages and hamlets are wery
small and most of the people work in
Barn=taple or further afield_Almos=t

the kitchen window in may amd this is
what I saw in the garden.

A chaffinch in a tree then on our
bird table.& robim in the rabbit

hutch, & crow in a beech tree, and a

all the howses are wvery individual
with large pardens.

There are wvery few amenities only
one bus service,one pest office and
one pub.The churches and church hall

sarve as genaral mesting places for

great tit by 8 nesting box. I also saw
a blue tit flying,5 swallows overhead,
3 blackbird walking on the lawn, and
another grest tit perched in a tree.
As well as these birds I also saw 4
birds I did'mt know the names of.

clubs and organisations.Apart from
building,converting and repairing,
industry other farming is

non_existant.

MARWOOD S. PROGRESSIVE FARM

Hewish farm is one of the largest
farms im the area. It has 334 acres
and Mr. Chugg has been farming here
sinca 1963 gradually adding to the

br.5mart "5 Gardens bring 2538, 888
wisitors to Marwood each year.

The gardens have extended from a land.
hobby and 2 acres of ground to 12 He keeps about 268 sheep and this
acras and employing 3 people to lock year has 374 acrez of corn. The size

after the gardens.

The gardens were presented on

of his fields wary Trom 4_37 acres,
Only one person works on the farm

T.W. several wears ago and this is all yesar but he has others in for

why so many people come to visit. Tt is haymaking, combining, spraying and

famous for its camselias and its large hedging.

bog garden, Mr.Chugg has made sewveral of his
There is a small shop where they fields larger by cwtting down hedges

sell plants. and replacing some with fences making
We liked the pond with the huge

golden orf and carp in,also the baby

for more use of his land.

His farmland iz wery intensiwvely

moorhens kWe also liked sesing the
giant rhubarb,roses,the trees around
the pond and the robin tap.

used in comparisen with other parts of
the block, especially the area around
Pippacott.



There are two main parishes in this
area,Marwood and Ashford.Marwood
church is much larger with a tower and
bdshford is wvery small and with a
splire.

At Marwood church we walked up 126
steps to the top of the tower arnd had
a good view of Dr.Smart's Gardens.The
coat of arms on the wall had just been
newly painted.The choir seats were
mizerichords and if wou fell asleep
they crashed down with a loud
bang! There were at least o8 bright
new kmeslers in the church which had
been made by people in the parish.at
the back of the church there is a
closed area for little children to
play during the service.

At Ashford church we noticed most

the anchor gravestone.

]
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MARWOOD S. "OUR MILKMAN".

Mr. Steadman is our milkman and

o

L

& big part of our cosssunity life. For
several old people he is perhaps thair
only daily link.He i= al=o wvery kind
to amimals and brought us & baby
hedgehog once as he thought we'd like
it amd it would be sater In our garden
than on the road.

He lives on a farm at Whitehall and
until about 5 years agoe delivered all
his own TT farm milk. How he delivers
all sorts of milk from Express
Oairies. He delivers about 4BB pints a
day to nearly 388 houses in all.(Somae
he omly wisits ewvery other day.) His
round is about 14 wmiles.

Mr. Steadman cccassionally has a
boy to help him but apart from an
illness he has done the job ¥ davs a
week, getting up at 3am.,for 25 years.

When it snows Mr. Steadman delivers
the milk by tractor.

1HHG

MARWQOOD 5. ASUNDAY MENU

Our clas=s of 23, B_11 year old=
demociratically woted this as a

favourite Sunday menu.
BREAKFAST. Frostiss and milk.

Fresh orange julce. Egg, bacon,
sausage and mushrooms. Toast and

butter with Marmite or Marmalads.

DINMER. Roast beef, Yorkshire pudding,

roast potatoes,peas or cauliflower,
parsley stuffing and grawy.
Choice of ice_cream, cheesecake,
gateaux or pancakes for sweet,

Fizzy drinks.

TEA. Sandwiches or toast, bread and
butter with jam.

Chocolate cake. Tea or orange juice.
Fruit and ice_cream.

SNACKS. Crisps, biscuits, or
Maltesers.

Orange, tea, coffee, hot chocolate

or Bowril.

MARWOOD S. ATYPICAL DAY

Simon my brother has got up at 7am.
while I lie in bed for an extra half
howr because I cycle to school and be
has to catch the school bus to
Braunton before me.I get dressed and
eat a typical breakfast of cornflakes,
tea and toast.Then I wash and clean my
teeth with a tocthbrush,put ny coat on
and ride to school.I leave home about
8. 28am. At school we have playtime
until the bell and then go in for
register.Mext we have silent reading
maths then half an hour playvtime.&fter
that 1t's wsually writing.We =at
dimnar at school and then play. We do
art,=port and music and put up our
chairs at the and of the day. T cycle
home , change clothes,have a cup of tea,

watch TV and go out to play.
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MARWOOD S, ATTITUDES

Feople live in thi= area because
they choose to .They generally
prefer the space and the peace of
the countryside together with the
community life ewven though they may
work in Barnstaple or elsewhere.The
genaral attitude is not to change
things.They like life the way it
is.They like the hedgerows and the
winding lane however impractical they
are.Conservation is carrled out where
possible. Replacing hedges to make
fields larger and more economic in the
name of progress is not generally

appreciated by the community at large.

MARWOOD S. LEISURE

The only public facilities for
recreation and leisure are the
churches, church hall and a public
house, Many people come from far a
way, to wvisit the village pub at
Prixford which is called the"Hew Ring
0'Bells".There is a darts,shove
ha"penny and a skittles league there,

The church hall is wsed for many
activities,like keep fit, clog dancing
and morris dancing,whist drives,
parties and discos.The churches have
joined together to form Adventurers
and Teenagers which do various
activities and wisits around the
parish and elsewhere like treasure
hunts, ecycle rides, barbecues,
swimming and indoor games.This is
followed by refrechments and a short
epilogue.

Children like to ride their bike,
pony or watch T.V,

MARWOQD S. EMPLOYMENT

Mozt of the pesople who liwve in this
block work in Barnstaple.The most
important industry in the area is
farming which in some parts is
quite intensive._mMone of the farms
ar= large =nough to employ more than
ona or two axtra people.}Building is
the next most important industry but
again there are no large firms and
most builders are either self employved
and work on their own or employ 2 or 3
othars.

Cars are essential for getting
around and there iz a8 self_employed
mechanic in Prixford with his own
workshop . There is only one post office
and public house. Some families take
in visitors during the summer and
tourists do come to Dr.Smart's gardens

and wist Marwood Church as well.

MARWGOQOD S. LANES AND HEDGES

The hedpges on either side of the
narrow lanes are up to 3 metres high
in this area.

They are alive with lichens,
ferns,mosses,grasses and all
sorts of wild flowers.We hawve seen
orchids growing in the hedgerows,
butterflies and all sorts of imsects
live there too.

While we were out one afterncon we
saw a pheasant,hare, rabbit and a baby
grey squirrel.

The hedges are cut late in the
summer which means it is wvery
difficult to see round bends or owver
the tops of hedges.Cars have to back
back into passimg places to pass

oncoming traffic.



MARWOOD S. ATYPICAL FAMILY

There are four in my family, my
Mum, Dad, my younger sister Selina and
mysalf. We live at Marwood Hill in a
cottage that was built in the 15th
century as a stable and later
converted intoe a house.

My grandparents all live out of
Devon in Utterby in Lincolnshire. Both
my parents are teachers. Dad teaches
at Pilton Comprehensive School and Mum
teaches the infants at Marwood.

My Tamily often do a lot of
walking im our spare time as we all
enjoy it.

We keep chickens and get about 3
eges a day. We have got two Tish and a
rabbit that runs about the garden.

My fTavourite programmes on TV are
"BElue Peter","Dallas™,Don't Wait Up™,
"Cover Up" and "Starsky and Hutch".

MARWOOD S. GARDEN CENTRE

Ashford Garden Center 1s situated
Just off the main road betwesn
Barnstaple and Braumton .It has been
there 17 years and cowvers 2 acres of
ground .It sells mainly plants but
also green houses, out door wendy
houses , garden sheds ,fencing,tools and
wheelbarrows . Gardan furniturs,
compost, peat,fertilizers and
pesticides are also sold.

The most wnusual indoor plant we
saw to buy was the venus Flytrap,that
closes wp when touchad.

Sunday is the busiest day and
people tend to treat gardem centre
shopping as something different from
weekly shopping.Roughly 38,888 people
wizit the centre =ach year and it 1=
ona of the only places in the block
which employs more than a couple of

peaple.

MARWOOD &. HOUSING

Houses in this area are in sewveral
small villages to the west and south
of this block.

There are only 15 council houses
and several of these are being bought
by the occupier now.

Any new housing is either
individual or in very small growups of
5 or 6.

Gardans are generally large
and only one row of thatched terraced
cottages in Prixford,which hawve no
garages have cobbled out thelr front
area to provide parking spaces for
their cars.

Many houses are convarted
from farm buildings and & house name
like "The Granary™ or "The Tythe Barn®
canm be seen in this area.Houses are
not numbered in this area except for
the council houses,all hawve indiwidwal

names given to them by the occupier,

Cream teas are wvery popular in
this area.The church hall is used by

the church members to provide cream
teas for visitors to the gardens and
to make some money for the church.Many
pecple make their own clotted cream by
heating creamy milk slowly and then
leawing it to coel in the fridge
overnight.¥ou can then take the cream
off which is like a crust.Crean as
well as being put on fruit and cakes
is also put on scones and soft rolls
with jam{cut-rounds.)People bake their
own yeast cake and make potato cake
Some of the older people call
dumplings “dough boys®.There is a lot
of fruit and flowers in the area so
many make their own wWines and
non-alchoholic drinks like elderflower

champagna.



MARWOOD S. TRANSPORT

There is only one bus service in
this area which runs twice a week to
Barnstaple.Therefore a car is
essential and nearly every family has
pne at least.

The roads are very narrow and
all have parts where you cannot pass
oncoming traffic withouwt having to
back into a passing place.Wisibility
is very poor dee to high hedges and
the winding matuwre of the lanes.

The roads are nearly all lower than
the surrounding fields partly due to
the digging away and leveling in the
past when the roads had no surfaces.

This is an area where even 3@

m.p.h is too fast to travel.

MARWOOD S. HOUSING

Houses in this area are in sewveral
small villages to the west and sowth
of this block.

There are only 15 council houses
and several of these are being bought
by the occupier now.

by new housing is either
individual or im very small groups of
5 or B.

Gardens ara generally large
and only one row of thatched terraced
cottages in Prixford,which have no
garages have cobbled ocut their front
area to provide parking spaces for
their cars.

Many housas are convertad
from farm buildings and a house name
like “The Granary™ or “"The Tythe Barm®
can be ceen in this area.Housec ape
not numbered in this area except fTor
the council howses,all hawve indiwvidual

names given to them by the occupier.
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MARWOQD S. MARWOOD SPORTS.

Whan my Grandad was a boy Marwood
Sports was a big event but it didm't
take place for many years.Then the
Marwoed Sports and Social Committee
wWwas Tormed so that we could celebrate
the Queen's Silwer Jubile= in 1877.
I was 4 then and we had sports and a
fancy dress for the children. We were
all presented with a mug from a horse
box by Mr.R.Balment.(I have still got
min=.) We also had tea.

Evary year since then thare has
been a Sports Day in May with stalls
and sideshows. In the eswvening thers is
a Disco.At the sports for the last
couple of years there has been a
bouncy castle.

The sports are now held at Chapel
Farm and the main event is the three
villages race. About 49 people run
through Guineaford,kKingsheanton,amnd

Prixford.There is a winners cup.

MARWOOD S. CREDITS

The following children of Marwood
School have contributed to this

Domesday proje=ct;

Z¥AN SANSOM STMON FORD
WAYKNE BLIGHT HELEM BLIGHT
TAMNYA CROFT KAREM CLYMNES=
SANCHIA FEREIRA CARCOLYN EDMWARDS
MATTHEW BAILEY DUNCAN HARTLEY
MEIL TaMLYM KATRIMNG BOWDEN
CLAIRE FETHERERIDGE ERICA GOULD
JOoaMMa GOULD EMME SOWDEM
WILLIAM HARTLEY MARK FOCEY
SHAME COATS JAMIE FPASSMORE
STEFHEN TAaMLYM

TAM BALMEMT MRS . JUNE TAMLYM
HANKAH COPE LAND {Chief Editor!)

SAMANTHA BAZLEY
MEGAN EDWARDS
MARYANKN FUDGE
SAMANTHA MNOLAMN




BACK 35
YEARS TO THE
| 1950s - electricity

was still a novelty in
Marwood, for many.

Were you one of the the pupils in

top class in Marwood School in
19857 | would love to know
whether you remember any part
of this project - Please get in

2021
Where next and how
should we best use what
we have?

touch with me through the
‘Contact Us’ on the Marwood
Matters Website.

Thank you and best wishes,

June Tamlyn




